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“This book explains to children why 
the terra-cotta warriors were made 
and buried while demonstrating the 
value of an education. Author Virginia 
Pilegard breathes life into Chinese 
history, and Adrian Tans’ well-
researched paintings add vitality to 
this outstanding children’s book.”

—Angelica Carpenter, curator, Arne 
Nixon Center for the Study  

of Children’s Literature

“Once again, Virginia Pilegard perfectly 
blends history and mathematics.”

—Jonathan Dueck, mathematics 
coordinator, Fresno County  

Office of Education

During the rule of China’s first emperor, 
a wise scholar and his young son spend 
their time studying and reading books. 
But their carefree days suddenly come 
to an end. As academic books are burned 
and skilled artists disappear, the young 
boy begins to suspect that the emperor 
may be behind these atrocities.
 His suspicions are confirmed when 
he stumbles upon a mighty army of 
statues. Each clay statue is adorned 
with brightly colored clothes and 
armed with gleaming weapons of the 
finest alloy. With help from his father 
and an exercise in mathematics, the 
inquisitive boy unearths the mystery 
of the terra-cotta militia.
 Offering a mathematics lesson and 
a recipe for creating clay figurines, this 
children’s book masterfully infuses 
education with a page-turning plot. 
Illustrations inspired by ancient China 
will ignite the imaginations of young 
readers.
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any years ago, a wise scholar and his son lived in the 
palace of China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang. The 

scholar spent his days bringing the emperor armloads of reports 
written on strips of bamboo and bound with silk thread. At 
night, he would tell his son stories of their ruler who had come 
to power at just thirteen years of age.

“The First Emperor is a military genius,” the scholar would say. 
“His armies have conquered six states. To unify his empire, he 
forces everyone to use the same style of writing and the same 
weights and measures. Even cart axles must all be the same width 
to match his new roads.” Then the scholar would frown. “But 
I fear our emperor is becoming more influenced by his prime 
minister—an evil man who is jealous of scholars.”

M





ne evening the scholar rushed home. 
“We are in terrible danger,” he cried. 

“Scholars are being buried alive!” He tossed their 
belongings into a bag. “All books except those on 
farming and medicine are to be burned!” With 
trembling hands, he packed all the books they 
could carry.

They fled to a cave on the side of Mount Li.

O



ow their lives changed! Each day they 
sat together at the mouth of the cave 

enjoying the sunshine that filtered in through 
the flowering branches. The scholar would 
read, and the boy would do lessons from Nine 
Chapters on the Mathematical Art.
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